
Bard College PO Box 5000, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 12504-5000 Tel: 845-758-7412 Fax: 845-758-7411 

N
E

W
S 

R
E

LE
A

SE
 

Press Contact: Emily M. Darrow 
darrow@bard.edu 

845.758.7512 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BARD COLLEGE RECEIVES 2007 CAMPUS HERITAGE GRANT  
FROM THE GETTY FOUNDATION 

 
Only 15 Grants Awarded to Colleges and Universities 

Across the United States for Preservation Efforts 
 

ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, N.Y.—Bard College has received a $160,000 Campus 
Heritage grant from the Getty Foundation for a master plan to increase the level of 
preservation of Bard’s historic buildings and landscapes. “The master plan emphasizes the 
interrelationship between architecture and the landscape, promoting sustainable design 
initiatives, developing guidelines to promote the reuse and restoration of campus buildings 
and grounds,” explains Amy Foster, horticulture supervisor. 
 
Situated on 550 acres, with views of the Catskill Mountains and Hudson River, Bard College 
is recognizable for its natural beauty, with meadows, dense forests, wetlands, and a Hudson 
River tributary. The architectural legacy of the campus can be seen in 19th-century stone 
houses and riverfront mansions, as well as in contemporary buildings designed by renowned 
modern-day architects, such as the Frank Gehry–designed Richard B. Fisher Center for the 
Performing Arts, and Stevenson Library, designed by Robert Venturi.  
 
“The Campus Heritage grant will help Bard ensure that the College can move forward 
confidently, with a sense of boundless possibility, while embracing its storied past,” states 
Foster. “The proposal is intended to address both historic buildings and historic landscapes, 
providing the College with the tools necessary to make sensitive and thoughtful decisions 
about its historic resources.” 
 
Creation of the Preservation Master Plan will be divided into five primary components: 
historic themes, existing conditions, guidelines and recommendations, education, and 
implementation. To complete the master plan, Bard College has retained the services of John 
Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA), a nationally recognized historic preservation firm with a track 
record of completing successful preservation master plan projects for colleges and 
universities. 
  
Bard alumna Amy Foster ’99 serves as the project manager for Bard College. As horticulture 
supervisor at Bard, she is responsible for managing and maintaining all of the natural and 
landscaped areas on campus. Foster has 10 years of experience in the horticulture field, 
including ornamental display at a premiere public garden, tree care, private design and 
maintenance, greenhouse management, retail sales, and developing community and school 
gardens. She has worked in landscape archaeology, paleoethnobotany, and horticulture 
education and interpretation. She received a B.A. degree from Bard in community, regional, 
environmental studies and a certificate of professional ornamental horticulture from 
Longwood Gardens. She has worked at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Longwood Gardens, 
American Association of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta, and Delaware Center for 



Horticulture. 
 
The current round of 15 grants for 2007, totaling $2 million, represents the final year of the 
Campus Heritage Initiative. Since 2002, the Getty Foundation has awarded grants to 86 colleges 
and universities for preservation planning, as well as funding surveys of hundreds of small 
liberal arts colleges. These grants have played a catalytic role in helping institutions of higher 
education understand the significance of the historic resources on their campuses and plan for 
their long-term preservation. 
  
“American colleges and universities are frequently unique repositories of some of the country’s 
finest historic architecture and designed landscapes,” says Deborah Marrow, director of the Getty 
Foundation. “While other buildings may have had a variety of owners and uses over the years, 
campus buildings have, for the most part, remained under the same stewardship, which presents 
wonderful opportunities for preservation and education.” 
 
Campus Heritage grants reflect the Getty Foundation’s emphasis on thorough planning to ensure 
thoughtful and successful historic preservation. “Over the past six years, we have been pleased to 
assist colleges and universities as they make plans to care for, maintain, and preserve their 
important historic resources,” says Marrow. “We look forward to learning about the results of 
these grants in the coming years.” 
 
For further information about the Campus Heritage grant at Bard College, call Amy Foster at 
845-758-7179.  
 

# # # 
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BARD COLLEGE RECEIVES GRANT FOR ARBORETUM AND HORTICULTURE 

EDUCATION FROM THE STANLEY SMITH HORTICULTURAL TRUST 
 

ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, N.Y.—Bard College has received a $20,000 grant from the 
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust in San Francisco. The education-based award will be used 
to help purchase a professional software program for managing botanical gardens and 
arboreta collections; a resistograph (graphing drill that measures tree decay); educational plant 
labels, signage, and printed educational materials; and support staff time.  
 

“The grant from the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust will aid us in cataloguing the 
horticultural resources within our arboretum and educating the public about our collection,” 
explains Amy Foster ’99, horticulture supervisor.  
 

Situated on 550 acres, with views of the Catskill Mountains and Hudson River, Bard College 
is noted for its natural beauty, with meadows, dense forests, wetlands, and a Hudson River 
tributary. The architectural legacy of the campus can be seen in 19th-century stone houses and 
riverfront mansions, as well as in contemporary buildings designed by renowned modern-day 
architects, such as the Frank Gehry–designed Richard B. Fisher Center for the Performing 
Arts; the Gabrielle H. Reem and Herbert J. Kayden Center for Science and Computation, 
designed by Rafael Viñoly; and Stevenson Library, designed by Robert Venturi.  
 

This is the second major award this year in support of the Bard arboretum and landscape 
education. In May 2007, the Getty Foundation awarded Bard a prestigious Campus Heritage 
Grant of $160,000 for a master plan to increase the level of preservation of Bard’s historic 
buildings and landscapes. 
 

The Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust was created in 1970 by May Smith in honor of her late 
husband. The trust supports education and research in ornamental horticulture, primarily in 
North and South America.  
 

For further information, call Amy Foster at 845-758-7179, e-mail afoster@bard.edu, or visit 
inside.bard.edu/horticulture.  
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BARD DEDICATES ARBORETUM ON ARBOR DAY, FRIDAY, APRIL 27 

 
ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, N.Y.—Bard College has one of the most outstanding 
collections of trees in our region. On Friday, April 27, Arbor Day, Bard College officially 
dedicates the Bard Arboretum. The ceremony begins at 1:00 p.m. at the Main Campus Oak 
Grove (across from Kline Commons). Planned during the dedication ceremony is a 
ceremonial tree planting and distribution of free educational information about the arboretum.  
 
In December 2005, a group of Bard staff, faculty, administration, students, and community 
members gathered to discuss how Bard’s 500-acre campus could be best managed for the 
stewardship of the landscape and trees. From this discussion, a group, “Friends of the Bard 
Landscape and Arboretum,” was formed, aimed toward officially designating an arboretum—
a place where trees or shrubs are cultivated for their educational or scientific interest—on the 
campus. During this process, historic and other specimen trees were identified and labeled 
with both the common and Latin names, genus, and approximate date of planting; new trees 
continue to be planted. A brochure identifying a trail that visitors can take to see various trees 
on campus also has been developed.  
 
The mission of the Bard College Arboretum is to preserve and enhance the natural and 
landscaped resources of the campus and to promote knowledge and appreciation of 
horticulture and conservation. This appreciation provides a campus environment rich in 
horticultural diversity and beauty that can be readily enjoyed by the College and surrounding 
community.  
 
“The special historical and landscape resources on the campus are now offered as a living 
museum for visitors to enjoy,” says Bard alumna Amy Foster ’99, horticultural supervisor, 
who has overseen the arboretum’s development. The campus, along the Hudson River, is 
situated on the grounds of two of the great 19th-century estates and was celebrated by A. J. 
Downing, a renowned landscape architect, in his Treatise on the Theory and Practice of 
Landscape Gardening (1841). Downing also wrote of Bard in his Rural Essays, mentioning 
the Blithewood estate (now the Levy Economics Institute) as “one of the most charming villa 
residences in the Union.”  
 
For those who wish to help support the arboretum, different levels of memberships are 
available to become a Friend of the Bard Landscape and Arboretum. A free tree will be given 
to each new member.  
 
For further information, call 845-758-7179, e-mail horticulture@bard.edu, or visit 
http://inside.bard.edu/horticulture. 
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